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652 Geographical Literature and Maps. 

branches of natural science. It is gratifying to have so timely and ably written 
a book on Yunnan. A considerable part of it is a revelation of the unknown, for 
the author travelled over 5,500 miles in the country and more than half of the 
regions he visited had never been explored by white men. The book will be 
indispensable to geographers who specialize in eastern Asia and to any person 
interested in the development of this rich part of China. 

It is a record of four journeys which Major Davies made in Yunnan between 
1894 and 1900. Their purpose was to ascertain the feasibility of constructing a 
railroad between India and the Yangtse River. The studies for the suggested 
railroad were so extended that the author was able to lay out a route for the 
consideration of the British Government. He makes it perfectly clear that the 
engineering difficulties in this land of mountains will be formidable and that the 
prospects of financial success, in the near future, are doubtful. In the first three 
chapters, he discusses the project, and in one of the appendixes gives a more 
detailed description of the proposed line and of the nature and products of the 
region through which it would pass. 

The great interest of the volume, to the general reader, is the author's account 
of his travels in Yunnan and the neighbouring provinces. His narrative in- 
cludes a large amount of information concerning the various tribes of western 
China, some of whom are so shut out from the rest of the world that their head- 
men were doubtful as to the necessity of respecting even a passport from the im- 
perial authorities at Pekin ; and the country ahead was occasionally thrown into 
a state of excitement by rumours that an invading army was approaching. 

The nine appendixes enlarge upon the commercial, industrial and ethnical 
aspects of the Province; and the numerous photographs and fine map add much 
to the interest and value of this exceptional work. 

Die Kustenseen des Rigaer Meerbusens. By F. Ludwig. (Arbeiten 

des Naturforschervereins in Riga, New Fol., 11.) 197 pp., 3 Tables and 23 

Plates and Map. W. F. Hacker, Riga, 1908. 

Twenty-six lakes are considered, chiefly as to the chemical constitutents of their 

waters and mud, their plankton, colour, transparency, temperature and depth of 

the mud bed which, in places, is as much as 16 feet thick. The coloured plates 

show contours of depth and profiles and a map, 1 :2oo,ooo, illustrates the position 

of the lakes. 



Brief Mention. 

The Stereograph and Stereoscope. With Special Maps and Books forming a 
Travel System. By Albert E. Osborne, x and 288 pp., Drawings and Index. 
Underwood & Underwood, New York, 1909. $1. The author describes various 
kinds of pictures and explains, with the aid of diagrams, the stereograph and 
stereoscope, reaching the conclusion that they are preeminently adapted to give the 
same sense of solidity, depth and space that we feel when locking at an actual 
scene. Among the helps in using stereographs are maps showing the actual area 
revealed by the picture. With such helps, the pictures and the stereoscope in 
which they are shown may be made, in their educational results, an effective, if 
not wholly adequate substitute for travel. 



